



























This Scheme of Learning was developed by Salford Foundation over a eighteen-month period which included the piloting of the material across Greater Manchester. The final content was determined through research into the issues impacting young people and the voices of the pupils in the schools who allowed us to refine our approach and adapt to the questions they were asking.
The programme was guided by an expert steering group from education and charitable organisations who work with and advise the Greater Manchester Gender Based Violence Strategy.
The curriculum has undergone substantive quality assurance. It aims to build on evidence informed approaches to teaching and learning whilst recognising that this intervention may require an alternative approach to delivery. The universal framework is complemented by targeted work that can be undertaken with smaller groups.
The programme was funded by the Greater Manchester Violence Reduction Unit.
STEPS 
UNIVERSAL FRAMEWORK FOR SCHOOLS 
This scheme of learning is designed to be used as a tool to:
· Support schools and education groups in addressing issues related to Violence Against Women and Girls.
· Directly address online misogyny and provide support for children in how to deal with this (RSHE guidance: online and media)
· Understand the importance of Respectful Relationships in line with RSHE guidance.

The Scheme of Learning has been developed to be taught to boys in Years 5 and 6 (KS2); Years  7 and 8 (KS3). The accompanying material and resources are targeted at the specific age ranges.
Whilst this scheme of learning provides an evidence informed intervention over a six week period, this works when part of a ‘whole school approach’ including:
· Having clear policies in place;
· Promoting training and open discussion around wider issues that impact children and young people;
· Part of a long-term sustainable programme that returns to the themes within this scheme of learning and is responsive to contextual and local and national trends and patterns.


LINKS TO DEPARTMENT FOR EDUCATION GUIDANCE ON RELATIONSHIPS, SEX AND HEALTH EDUCATION
The DfE outlines that each primary school should have a policy that defines Relationships Education and each secondary school should have a policy that defines Relationships and Sex Education. This programme should therefore be looked at in light of each school’s policy in this area to ensure it complements work already undertaken in the taught curriculum.
The material contained within this programme aims to ensure compliance with the requirement to fulfil the Equality Duty in the DfE Policy on positive action, namely paragraphs 29-32 and to ensure that it is tailored for specific needs of pupils at different developmental stages and particularly for those with SEND in preparing for adulthood outcomes as set out in the SEND code of practice (paragraphs 33-35). To achieve this, it has gone through significant quality assurance that has been developed further with our pilot schools.
For Primary Schools, the material covers:
· Caring friendships: in particular the characteristics of friendships; that healthy friendships are positive and welcoming towards others, and do not make others feel lonely or excluded; how to recognise who to trust and who not to trust, how to judge when a friendship is making them feel unhappy or uncomfortable, managing conflict, how to manage these situations and how to seek advice from others, if needed.
· Respectful relationships: the importance of respecting others; practical steps they can take in a range of different contexts to improve or support respectful relationships; the importance of self-respect and how this links to their own happiness; different types of bullying, the impact of bullying, responsibilities of bystanders (primarily reporting bullying to an adult); what a stereotype is, and how stereotypes can be unfair, negative or destructive; the importance of permission-seeking and giving in relationships with friends, peers and adults.
· Online relationships: including that the same principles apply to online relationships as face-to-face relationships; how to recognise risks, harmful content and contact, and how to report them; how to critically consider their online friendships and sources of information; how information and data is shared and used online.
· Being safe: what sort of boundaries are appropriate in friendships (including in a digital context); that each person’s body belong to them, and the differences between appropriate and inappropriate or unsafe physical, and other, contact (including online); how to report concerns or abuse, and the vocabulary and confidence needed to do so.



(Updated 15th June 2026)
In developing this Scheme of Learning, a significant amount of research was undertaken into the best way to educate and engage boys in anti-misogyny and VAWG prevention education. Taking this and the theory of change set out by our original funders into account, we made the choice to structure these materials to cover a select number of topics. 
We have made a decision based on consultation with members of our steering group to be strong in the language we use. For example, we don’t focus on misandry within this or provide alternate examples and we are grateful to Duncan Craig, CEO of We Are Survivors for his advice within this sphere.
The work done  by Dublin City University, Movember, Ulster University,  and  Reimagining RSE has significantly influenced our approach in delivering sessions and recommendations for educators in engaging boys in anti-misogyny work. We greatly appreciate these organisations for providing open access resources and presenting at accessible conferences during 2024-2026.  We recommend that users of this scheme of learning keep engaged with the work coming out of these organisations to supplement their professional development in delivering this type of learning.
In sharing these materials we are conscious that educators may have their own way of constructing lessons, educational vocabulary and preferred ways of delivery. What the authors have tried to do is to give as much detail as possible as to the lessons in terms of the activities and information for the facilitator so that it provides a comprehensive overview of how to deliver the sessions effectively from our experiences.
Moving Forward
We recognise that with how quickly legislation, technology, politics, and popular culture are changing, this scheme of learning may not explicitly cover some emerging topics that relate to misogyny or VAWG (eg. Use of Generative AI for explicit non-consensual imagery, potential changes to technology and access to social media for young people, a shifting political landscape in the UK, scapegoating of migrants, community tensions). 
What we have endeavoured to do through this work is to lay the foundations for future discussions of these topics. We recommend educators use this scheme of learning alongside other materials to fully address misogyny, VAWG, and related social issues. 
Additionally, at the time of writing, the UK government has announced that they will seek to implement a ‘ban’ on under-16-year-olds accessing social media platforms, which is earmarked to be implemented by Spring 2027. We sincerely hope that the Department for Education will shortly release updated guidance regarding best practise for educators in how to frame discussions of digital literacy in light of these developments. 
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